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Digital Collections Project -- “Studies in Scarlet’ 


Project 
RLG's first digital collections project will test the proposition that "virtual" collections for scholarly research can be 
created collaboratively, made widely available, and be responsibly maintained into the future for continued use. 


Result 

The only digital collection of its kind -- a comprehensive collection on 19th-century family law and domestic 
relationships, incorporating over 375,000 images. A rich and stable resource for historians, sociologists, 
anthropologists, criminologists, political scientists, legal historians, and other scholars. Experience in coordinating 
collection selection, digitization, and creation. An organizational and technical environment that ensures long-term 
access and maintenance, including ongoing addition of other relevant materials. Greater knowledge about what is 
useful to researchers and the intellectual relationships between complementary resources in various media. Standards 
and guidelines to support similar projects by RLG members and others. 


Strategic Objective 
Goal 1. Transformed Research -- coordinated digital collections. 


Related Strategic Value 
Goal 2. Global Resource -- international collaboration and primary research information. 


Project Tasks 
RLG members and advisory groups suggested this project, which was then fleshed out and shaped by two member 


task forces: 


= The Content Task Force, with advice and input from legal scholars and historians, selected the collection 
theme: "Studies in Scarlet: Marriage and Sexuality in the United States and the United Kingdom, 1815-1914." 
This task force will guide user evaluation of the new collection in the project's second year. 


The Technical Task Force advises the project participants and will take part in investigating and implementing 
long-term archival aspects of the collection. 


— The participants are seven member institutions that proposed content contributions judged best to form a 
coherent whole. They are creating digitized images and encoded, searchable texts, all to be linked to 


bibliographic records in the RLIN database. 


= Interest in participating in this or another DCP project is high throughout the RLG membership. RLG has 
begun the planning for a second project focused on another interdisciplinary topic. 


= The supporting infrastructure for the digital collection is the focus of the RLG archival server project. 


Time Frame 
Scheduled for two years, from the beginning of digitization in October 1996 through operational evaluation and 


preparation of guidelines by the end of October 1998. To date, the selection of materials has been completed; 
arrangements for outsourcing the actual digitization have been made; materials are being cataloged; and the first 


batches of material to be digitized are being scanned. 
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Studies in Scarlet: Marriage and Sexuality 
in the United States and the United Kingdom, 1815-1914 


Core Collection 


From the Harvard University Law Library: More than 650 separately published accounts of trials dealing with 
marriage and sexuality in the United States and Great Britain from 1815 to 1914, providing actual examples of the 
law being applied and interpreted. All are primary source materials and most have not been issued in any format. 
Includes 100 extremely rare broadsides of British trials. 

Project Team: 

Manager: Will Meredith, preservation librarian. 

Content: David Ferris, rare book librarian. 

Technical: Jan Merrill-Oldham, preservation librarian, and Kathy Klemperer, assistant director, systems 
development, Harvard University Library. 


From the University of Leeds: Close to 300 items of British primary legal source materials, including reported court 
decisions, statutes and Parliamentary papers, as well as secondary works and manuscript material_on marriage, 
divorce, childbirth, care of children, religious viewpoints, literary treatments, sexual diseases, and a variety of social 
issues. 

Project Team: 

Manager: Neil Plummer, assistant librarian. 

Content: Roger Davis, deputy librarian. 

Technical: Hugh Wellesley-Smith, deputy librarian, and Michael Emly, senior assistant librarian, Systems. 


From The New York Public Library: Two groups of materials relating to marriage: (1) commentaries, treatises, and 
other works on the law, social conventions, and women's status in the US and UK; (2) New York State case law. The 
first includes important narratives documenting the changes in the law and social conventions. The second forms a 
core of primary sources for case law for the State of New York, one of the most important jurisdictions at the time. 
Project Team: 

Manager: Joan Gatewood, head, Preservation Reformatting. 

Content: Bob Kenselaar, special assistant, Collection Development. 

Technical: Joan Gatewood. 
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Case Studies 


From the North Carolina State Archives: Published and unpublished North Carolina legal and governmental 
materials on the topic of marriage in the 19th century. These include Statutes, judicial decisions, and petitions to the 
North Carolina General Assembly, as well as a complete manuscript collection of the famed "Tom Dula" case. This 
contribution will showcase a comprehensive state collection with a uniquely southern perspective. 

Project Team: 

Manager: Jesse R. “Dick" Lankford, Sr., assistant state archivist. 

Content: Barbara T. Cain, archivist supervisor. 

Technical: Drucilla R. Simpson, information management archivist 


From the Princeton University Libraries: More than 150 printed source materials on Mormon polygamy in the 

United States and Great Britain, beginning with the official endorsement of the practice by the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-Day Saints in 1852, and continuing until the Mormon Church formally ended the practice of 

polygamy and authorized excommunication of all who continued this practice. 7 
Project Team: 

Manager: Eileen Henthorne, assistant head, Systems Office. 

Content: Jean A. Aroeste, associate university librarian, Reference & Collection Development. 

Technical: Marvin Bielawski, systems librarian. 
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